
AFDAA Meeting Minutes July 2015 

 

The AFDAA business meeting was called to order at 4:08 pm on July 30, 2015 by Chair Dennis 

Loockerman 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Chair 

Dennis Loockerman addressed an added expense from the 2013 Summer Meeting in San Antonio.  

AFDAA included a photo in the literature sent to prospective vendors thinking the image was free.  In 

2014, AFDAA was contacted by an attorney that said he represented the photographer and he was suing 

AFDAA for copy write infringement in the amount of $1600.  Dennis Loockerman spoke to a legal 

consultant in Austin (spent around $20) to get advice.  This attorney advised that AFDAA should 

negotiate as it would cost more in attorney fees to fight the suit than to just pay what the attorney was 

asking.  Dennis then wrote the attorney a letter and explained that AFDAA is a non-profit and didn’t 

realize that the photo was under copy write.  The attorney replied back that AFDAA needed to pay $860 

if the organization didn’t want to get sued.  Dennis Loockerman decided that AFDAA could afford to pay 

the reduced amount.  The attorney then issued a retroactive license to use the image to AFDAA. 

 

Secretary 

Dennis Loockerman announced that the minutes from the summer 2014 meeting were posted on the 

website and also in the registration packet.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Garon 

Foster and Nicole Hahn seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  The body voted and the 

minutes were approved. 

 David Young asked for clarification about a statement in the 2014 minutes regarding people that were 

applying for membership at this meeting.  He read in minutes that they should be charged $40 even 

though applicants from his lab actually paid $60.  It was clarified that they were supposed to pay $40 as 

is written in minutes; anyone needing a refund should contact Treasurer Jennifer Young. 

 

Treasurer 

Jennifer Young gave the treasurer’s report.  The total current assets as of July 27, 2015 were $31,725.72.  

This includes membership dues and vendor contributions.  Expenditures as of July 27, 2015 were 

$11,140.41.  This includes Summer Meeting meals and A/V fees, website fees, office supplies, Paypal 

fees, and meals from the Winter meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Membership Numbers 



Dennis Loockerman asked membership if they were interested in having membership numbers and 

cards in order to keep better track of members.  Erin Reat mentioned this would be good for ABC 

certification as members needed proof of membership and this was currently provided yearly by 

issuance of a certificate.  Brandt Cassidy mentioned that in addition to being current on dues, members 

also were required to attend a meeting every 3 years.  He suggested that we could issue membership 

cards with a 3 year expiration date.  Vanessa Nelson mentioned that membership would need to decide 

at what point should the membership numbers be assigned.  Everyone seemed to think that if members 

were current as of 2015, it would be appropriate to issue them a number.  Angela Tanzillo-Swarts 

mentioned that she might be able to find a web-based software and have logins for people so they could 

check their dues and meeting attendance status.  This might have fees associated with it, but members 

are interested.    Joe Warren made a motion that the officers form a subcommittee to look into this 

issue and make a brief report on their findings to members at the Winter 2016 meeting.  Bulbin Sunar-

Reeder seconded the motion.  The body voted and the motion passed. 

ACTION ITEM: Form subcommittee to explore the feasibility of assigning membership numbers and 

cards to all current members.  This list might be stored and managed using an online, possibly 

interactive, program 

New Members 

Vice Chair Robin Guidry read the list of current applicants and asked them to stand and introduce 

themselves.  Applicants are as follows: 

Kristina Blackmon – Houston Forensic Science Center 

Maria Rumble – Houston Forensic Science Center 

Dr. Sheree Hughes-Stamm – Sam Houston 

Francine Brignac – UNT Health Science Center 

Rachel Houston – Sam Houston 

Nicole Proctor – UNT Health Science Center 

Delilah Palmer – DPS Austin 

Heather Hall – DPS Lubbock 

Laura Baker – DPS Lubbock 

Yahaira Romero – DPS Lubbock 

Haleigh Agot – Sam Houston 

Sarah Sturm – UNT Health Science Center 

Israel Escobedo – DPS El Paso 

Raechal Leonard – UNT Health Science Center 

Katherine Murphy – UNT Health Science Center 

Kelly Sage – UNT Health Science Center 

Courtney Head – Houston Forensic Science Center 

Mary Hall – Houston Forensic Science Center 

 

Membership Promotions 

Angela Tanzillo-Swarts applied to change from a regular member to a fellow.  Angela meets all the 

requirements to become a fellow. 



Robin Guidry called for anyone else that was not mentioned; there was no one else and everyone was 

accounted for.  The applicants were excused.  All applicants had either attended a past meeting or are 

present at this meeting.  Clay Davis moved to accept the applicants as new members.  Joe Warren 

seconded the motion and the body approved the applicants for membership.  The applicants returned 

and Dennis Loockerman congratulated them on becoming members. 

 

Membership Updates 

Erin Reat asked how many members were currently listed on the AFDAA roster.  The secretary and 

treasurer estimated 279 members were paid and current through 2014.  David Young asked about how 

many people actually attended the Summer 2015 meeting.  The secretary estimated that 115 people 

were in attendance.  This includes non-members as well as members. 

 

Certificate Copies 

Vanessa Nelson asked if it would be okay with membership to start emailing meeting attendance 

certificates instead of having paper copies.  She noted that it didn’t cost the organization a whole lot of 

money to print them; however, there was some cost involved.  She also mentioned that a lot of 

organizations required employees to submit the continuing education certificates electronically, so 

people were scanning their certificates anyway.  Finally, she mentioned the success of NIST in providing 

electronic attendance certificates for recent webinars.  The body was in agreement that it would be 

okay to provide electronic certificates instead of paper copies at future meetings.  It was noted that 

members should make sure to provide a correct, current email address at registration so that the 

certificate could be sent to them. 

Officer Nominations 

Dennis Loockerman described position responsibilities for Secretary and asked for any nominations for 

this position.  Garon Foster nominated Vanessa Nelson.  Jennifer Young seconded the nomination.  The 

members voted.  Vanessa Nelson was elected as secretary. 

Dennis Loockerman described position responsibilities for Chair and asked for any nominations for this 

position.  Erin Reat nominated Angela Tanzillo-Swarts.  Nicole Hahn seconded the nomination.  The 

members voted.  Angela Tanzillo-Swarts was elected as Chair.  

 

Thank-you 

Vanessa Nelson recognized Dennis Loockerman for his service as Chair.  He received a round of applause 

and was presented with a gift in appreciation for his service as an officer. 

 

Bulbin Sunar-Reeder made a motion to close the meeting.  M. Al. Salih seconded the motion.  The 

meeting was adjourned at 4:43 pm 



 

 

 


